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OBSERVANCES 

Pitru Paksha: Started September 17.  

Rosh Hashanah: Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish 
New Year, is one of Judaism’s holiest days, 
meaning “head of the year” or “first of the year.” 
Rosh Hashanah commemorates the creation of 
the world and marks the beginning of the Days 
of Awe, a 10-day period of introspection and 
repentance that culminates in the Yom Kippur 
holiday, also known as the Day of Atonement. 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are the two 
“High Holy Days” in the Jewish religion. 

Navaratri: A Hindu festival that celebrates the 
Goddess Durga. 

Yom Kippur: A Jewish day of atonement to 
reflect on sins and seek forgiveness from God. 

Samhain: A festival in the Pagan and Wiccan 
religions that marks the end of the harvest 
season. 

Diwali: A 5-day festival of light that combines 
several different festivals in honor of gods, 
goddesses and harvests. It is celebrated by 
Hindus, Sikhs, and Jains. 
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